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Administrative History:  Potter College, "a School of High Order for Young Ladies," received its charter from 
the state of Kentucky in 1889 under President Reverend B.F. Cabell.  A subscription based school, Pleasant 
Potter donated the majority of funds after which the trustees named the school for him.   
 
The college offered degrees in religion, art, literature and music. Students participated in two literary 
societies, Hypatian and Ossolian as well as the YWCA. 
 
The college consisted of seven acres on Vinegar Hill "west of the city . . . sufficiently removed from the noise 
and distraction of the city to secure the quietness and retirement of a country location and at the same  time 
sufficiently near to have all the city advantages."  Potter College was housed in a three-story building which 
provided chapel, classrooms, library as well as housing and dining facilities for the students. 
 
The school closed in 1909 and the property sold to the growing Western Kentucky University.   
 
Description: Administrative records related to Potter College.  The series includes grade books, textbook list 




Extent: .2 cu. ft.  
 





Potter College (Bowling Green, KY) 
Speeches, addresses, etc. 
 
Digital Commons:  
Higher Education Administration 
Social and Behavioral Sciences 




Accession Information:  
Ruth Hines Temple 
UA1983-12 WKU Registrar's Office 
UA2014-138 Bob Westerman 
Walter Nimocki 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
 
Preferred Citation: UA98/2 Potter College Administration, WKU Archives, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA. 
 
Processing Information: Records processed and collection inventory created 2011, revised 2019. 
12/03/2019 
Finding Aid Report 
Container Folder 
UA98.2 
Creator Date Title 
UA98 Potter College for Young Ladies 
Series 2 Administration 
Series 
WKU Archives 






Scope & Content 
Records 
UA98 Linked to 
Box 3 2 
Textbook list written by Nina McGinnis 
Cabell, B.F.  
Ham, T.J. 




Box 3 3-4 
Two ledger books arranged alphabetically by student.  Indicates year in school, class and examination 
grades, attendance, deportment, house deportment and housekeeping of room. 
Potter College 1904-1907 Grade Books 
Description 
Box 3 7 
UA2014-138 Bob Westerman 
  
Owensboro Weekly Messenger 
Southern Magazine 
St. Louis Post Dispatch donated by Mary Daughtry 








Description Subjects 1892 Walter Nimocki 
















Class of 1890 (PC) 
Class of 1892 (PC) 
Class of 1894 (PC) 
Class of 1895 (PC) 
Class of 1903 (PC) 
































































Box 3 6 
Stone, William 
Potter College 1896 Commencement Address 
Graduation ceremonies 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Description Subjects 
